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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


Feb. 6, For paid David Corning, 


John N. Brown, 

John Kelley, 

J. Sheldon and Silas Proctor, 
Hugh M. Campbell, 

James Taylor, 2d, 

William B. Wilson, 

David Stinson, 

David Stinson, 

Samuel Clark, 2d, 

Alvin J. Chase, 

Alvin J. Chase, 

Alvin J. Chase, 

Abraham D. Jenness, 

John Copp, 

Edmund Adams, 2d, 

Edmund Adams, 2d, 

Alonzo Bly, 

Peter J. Horn, 

M. & Lawrence R. R. freight of derrick, 
Horace Bond, 

Benjamin Merrill, 

Samuel Clark, 2d, 

Joseph P. Emery, 

Philip Major, 

John Robins, 

Lyman Hayes, 

Lyman Hayes, making new road, 
Edward G. Shute, 

William C. Ela, 

Christopher Chase, 
Nathaniel Hastings, y 
Robert T. Chase, 

Tsaac Chase, 

Jonas Herrick, 

Barker & Palmer, 

James Palmer, 

John Burnham, 

Jsaac A. Butterfield, 

John H. Miltimore, 
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Edmund Adams, 3d, 1 00 
Joshua Pilsbury, 1 00 
Eben T. Clark, 2 30 
Samuel Wilson, 3 75 
John T. G. Dinsmore, 4 50 
Swain & Ingalls, 5 44 
Samuel C. Bailey, 1 00 
Edmund Adams, 2d, 2 50 
t Robert Clendennin, 2 42 
Moses Hamilton, 2 00 
Estate of John Folsom, for land, 14 81 
William Cogswell, 2 2 
Daniel P. Page, 7 00 
Leonard Bricket, 2 50 
John Kelley, 75 
William Cunningham, 6 05 
D. Batchelder, 1 7 
Nathaniel M. & James C. Taylor, for 
plank for bridges, 15 92 
James C. Taylor, for stringers, 6 00 
Samuel F. Taylor, labor, &c., 6 50 
Robert Jeffers, ll 73 
Daniel J. Day, Hl 75 
George Shute, for labor, &c., 21 78 
Hugh Jones, 7 60 
D. N. Bachelder, use of derrick, 5 00 
$521 OF 
NON-RESIDENT HIGHWAY TAX RECEIPTS. 
1852. 
May, For paid Moses Webster, for tax receipts, taken 
up by him for 385}, $7 90 
J. H. Waterman, working tax, 26 
Abraham Evans, ‘ 8 25 
Jacob Sheldon, os 2 45 
Horace Bond, £ 1 5} 
Christopher Chase, « 4 39 
Samuel Hatch, ba 412 
William H. Proctor, ne 5 00 
Moses Hamilton, & 5 
John Hemphill, 2 07 
John C. Drew, 4 42 
David Stinson, Y 68 
Edward G. Shute, di 1 75 
Willian Cogswell, ° 58 
Sylvanus Brown, fé 1 05 
Moses Webster, for non-resident tax re- 
ceipts taken up, 56 06 
‘ $100 89 
CONTINGENCIES. 
For paid auditors, $3 54 


R. M. Bailey, postage, 1 7 
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Joseph A. Greggs, 1 00 
e ithamer Hubbard, 795 
James O. Adams, printing town reports, 16 50 
Albert Noyes, 50 
Moses Webster, for guaranteeing out- 
standing taxes, 15 00 
C. & G. C. Winchester, damage, 10 00 
William B. Shute, 4 00 
Alexis Proctor, 4 00 
John Patten, for wood, 1852, 2 00 
Robert Chase, Jr., for postage, 1 18 
Ebenezer Cogswell, 5 17 
David Clement, 8 00 
R. Hayes, Jr., 2 00 
James Taylor, for wood, 2 42 
James C. Taylor, 1 00 
George Shute, 1] 89 
Town Treasurer for D. 8S. Troy’s note, 
considered worthless, 17 50 
John Porter’s bill, 37 00 
$145 20 
ABATEMENT OF ‘TAXES, 
1852. 
For paid Benjamin Anderson, abatement poll tax, $1 75 
Moses Webster, for abatement on his 
* list for 1854, 17 27 
Jane Aiken, and Clarissa Little, 3 63 
Edmund Adams, abatement of poll tax 
for the years 1847 & 1848, $511 
Samuel Kimball, poll tax, 1 45 
John Folsom’s estate, 4 00 
Moses Webster, abatements on his tax 
list for 1852, 23 79 
$55 00 
GRAVE YARD EXPENSES. 
1852, 
For paid Plummer B. Stevens, for digging graves, 
and repair of toels, $42 00 
TOWN OFFICERS’ SERVICES. 
1852. 
For paid Alexis Proctor, services as Sup’t School 
Committee, for 1851, . $10 00 
Ira W. Ring, notifying town officers, 5 00 


John Patten’s bill for services 1851 & 52, - 11 20 
James C. Taylor, for services 1851 & ’52, 14 82 


Moses Webster, collecting taxes, 63 34 
E. L. Griffin, sup’t School Committee, 16 00 
Joshua W. Wellman, “ ve 16 00 


Samuel F. Taylor’s bill for services, 56 75 
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George Shute’s bill, for services, 

George Shute for 1851 & 1852, 

James C. Taylor, for services, 

J. W. Nesmith, services Town Treasurer, 


NOTES PAID. 


For paid Sarah H. Clark’s note, 
23, Betsey M. Davis’ * 
80, Ithamer Hubbard, 
Kben T. Clark, 


21, William Ela, 
al, Joshua Morse, two notes, 


George Moor, © 
Sarah H. Moor, 


INTEREST PAID. 
1852. 
Mar. 23, For paid Betsey M. Davis. 
30, Ithamar Hubbard, 
Mey 15, Eben T. Clark, 
William Ela, 
Joshua Morse, 
George Moor, 
Sarah H. Moor, 
Sarah H. Clark, 


BOOKS AND STATIONERY. 


1852. 
Paid for invoice book, 

G. Parker Lyon, for highway warrants, 
Abbott, Jenks & Co., for blank orders, 
Currier & Eastman, for collector’s books, 
Samuel F. Taylor, 
Albin Beard, printing tax bills, 
James C. Taylor, for stationery, &c., 


SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 


1852, 
For paid school district No. s 


—- ~ 


3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


a ae ee ae 


57 71 

3 54 
84 19 
20 00 


$358 55 


265 00 
480 73 
100 00 
100 00 


200 00 
200 00 


1000 00 
100 00 


$2,445 73 


$30 97 
718 

1 54 

5 56 
50 68 
236 42 
26 56 
3D 56 


$364 47 


$1 12 
3 25 
2 25 

50 
50 
2 00 
2 50 


$12 12 


$162 72 
172 39 
70 82 
96 66 
52 14 
52 29 
97 03 
95 89 
70 08 


1852, 


1852. 
Sept. 


1852. 
Dec. 


1852. 


T 


For paid school dist. No. 10, 28 69 
1], 54 55 
school house tax in No. 4, 30 00 
$983 26 
TRANSIENT POOR. 
For paid S. Pattee, for wood for Sam’l Nichols, $3 00 
George Ela, wood for Mrs. Sargent, 3 00 
C. Chase, wood for S. Nichols, 5 19 


John Taylor, provisions for Sam’! Nilchols, 10 94 
EK. L. Griffin, medica] attendance on 


Samuel Nichols, 15 75 
E. L. Griffin, medical attendance on Jas. 
Kelley’s family, 20 00 
George H. Taylor, clothing for son of 
Robert Adams, 13 66 
Daniel J. Day, wood for Mrs. Sargent and 
Samuel Nichols, 10 87 
$82 41 
COUNTY TAX. 
For paid county tax, i $777 57 
STATE TAX. 
For paid state tax, $490 00 
ALMS HOUSE EXPENSE. 

For paid C. C. Parker, for supplies, $46 91 
John Patten, for grain, 9 90 
Leonard Wilson, blacksmith work, 11 20 
James H. Crombie, medical attendance, 16 50 
George H. Taylor, for supplies, 24 43 
Samuel Adams, for grain, 6 10 
Lucien Harper, for supplies, 39 67 
C. C. Parker, 8 28 
Leonard Bricket, for work, 2 Al 
Currier & Eastman, for supplies, 30 60 
Robert W. Adams, for rye, 15 30 
Samuel C. Kimball, balance salary, 96 97 

Cash paid §. C. Kimball, to settle bills, 180 00 

$488 27 


There has been received and paid to the town treasurer $210,25 of 
cash, received from the county for support of county paupers ; and also, 
$174,50 received forstock sold; also, labor done on highway, $20, and 
teaming timber, $60; making ia the whole, $465,75, leaving the actual 
expense of the alms house the present year, $22,52. 


1852, 


TOWN OF STRAFFORD. 


For paid J. P. Whittemore, for medical attendance 
on John T.. Foss, $8 25 
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f 


John H. Waterman, supplies for J.T. Foss, 7 24 
George H. Taylor, provisions for J. T. Foss, 9 09 


$24 58 
Credit. 
By cash received from selectmen of Strafford, $24 58 
TOWN OF BROOKFIELD. 
1852. 
For paid John Ordway & Co., supplies for Joseph 
H. Drew, $8 46 
George Ela, wood for J. H. Drew, 3 25 
John Ordway & Co.. provisions, 2 88 
F. J. Stevens, medical attendance, , 7 54 
Catharine King, 3 34 
S. F. Taylor, 33 
$25 80 
Credit. 
By cash received of selectmen of Brookfield, $25 80 
BROOKFIELD. 
1852. 
For paid John Ordway & Co., provisions for Mrs. 
J. H. Drew, $5 23 
John Taylor, supplies for Mrs. Drew, 4 40 
$9 63 
TOWN OF SALEM. 
1852, 
For paid for support of William Rowell, $3 00 
SNOW PATHS. 
For paid John Folsom, labor breaking roads, $4 00 
Edward G. Shate, 1 45 
William Cogswell, 50 
$5 95 
TEACHERS’ INSTITUTE. ; 
1852. 
For paid Albert H. Hoyt for support of Teach- 
ers’ Institute, $25 20 
INSANE ASYLUM. 
1852, 
Paid Insane Asylum, for support of Sarah Cowdry, $98 84 
OUTSTANDING ORDERS. 
For paid outstanding orders of last year, $153 48 
NOTES PAYABLE. 
1847, Int. due. 


Oct. 4, Due William Moor, $300 00 $88 50 


1848, 
Dec. 14, 
1849, 
Feb. 10, 
Oct. 8, 


1850. 
Jan. 31, 
Feb. 5, 
1851. 
May 3, 
1850. 
Ap. 13, 
Aug. _9, 


Oct. 8, 
Dec. 26, 
1852. 

Mar. 30, 


1853. 
Jan. 8, 


JAMES W. NESMITH, TOWN TREASURER. 


1852. Dr. 


George Moor, 2d, 100 00 
David Bassett, 400 00 
George N. Warner, 70 00 
George Moor, 100 00 
Eleanor Kimball, 115 00 
George N. Warner, 364 27 
George Moor, 200 00 
Parker Adams, 800 00 
George Moor, 100 00 
John C. Warner, 100 00 
Lilly Cochran, 32 00 
William Moor, 156 68 
Ithamar Hubbard, 100 00 
Sarah H., Clark, 270 56 
George Moor, 1236 42 
Sarah H. Moor, 126 56 

$4,571 49 


Feb. 17, For A. Tuckey’s note for Literary fund, 


Mar. 12, 
Apr, 22, 
May 28, 
1853. 
Jan. 24, 
Feb. 14, 
}17, 
18, 


D. S. Troy’s note, 


cash in treasury, 


cash received from county, 
Edmund Kimball, 


state for railroad tax, 


6 6c 
66 66 


note of Israel Herrick and others, 


‘Currier & Eastman, 
cash received of J. Patten for steers, 
of ve A. Tucker, interest on 
Literary fund, 
cash received of Currier & Eastman, in- 
terest on Literary fund, 
cash received from State for Literary fund, 
- Brookfield, 
Strafford, 
is, a for oxen, 
2 af for old plank, 
cash received of Moses Webster, 
6 


be 6c 


cash received from county for support 


22 66 


86 52 
12 37 
17 67 


18 40 
58 11 


17 51 


118 75 
13 15 
13 15 

3 88 

17 28 


4 37 
11 76 


6 44 
68 


$511 30 


$400 00 
17 50 
582 94 
376 96 
33 00 
391 99 
100 00 
400 00 
55 50 


38 60 


8 00 

84 26 
25 80 
24 58 
120 00 
2 00 
$700 00 
300 00 
137 76 


500 00 
700 21 
704 &5 
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of Sarah Cowdry, 98 84 

cash received from county for support 
of county paupers, 210 25 
$6013 04 

1853. Cr. 

By paid orders, . $4609 95 
cash for Literary fund, 400 00 
cash in treasury, 1003 09 
$6013 04 


MOSES WEBSTER, COLLECTOR OF TAXES. 
1852. Dr. 


May. For list of resident taxes, $3723 97 
non-resident taxes, p 467 38 
school house tax No. 4, 31 28 
$4222 63 

1852. Cr. 
Sept. By paid county tax, $777 57 
Dec. state tax, 490 00 
Jan. 24, town treasurer, 500 00 
Feb. 15, iD 700 00 
17, 1: 704 85 
amount of outstanding taxes, 1050 00 
$4222 63 

1853. 


Feb. 18, To amount of outstanding taxes on tax list for 1852, $1050 00 


Invoice of personal property of the Alms House, Feb. 18, 1853.— 
20 tons hay, at $15 per ton, $300, 1 horse, $100, 1 pair of oxen, ey 
8 cows, $120, 7 two year old cattle, $95, 2 calves, $18, 19 sheep, $38, 1 
horse wagon, $15, 1 horse sleigh, $25, ploughs and cultivators, $22, ox 
wagon, cart body, &c., $50, 4 Shoats, $33, 4 bushs. barley, $3, 12 bushs. 
oats, $6, 50 bush. corn, $50, 7 bushs. rye, $7, 2 bushs. beans, $4, 150 lbs. 
dried apples, $6, apples, $7, 125 bushs. potatoes, $50, 14 bbls. soap, $6 
900 lbs. pork, $100, 100 lbs. butter, $20, 300 lbs. beef, $15, 100 Ibs. lard, 
$12, 26 yds. wool cloth, $13, 10 yds. cotton & wool cloth, $3,50, yarn, 
$3, 16 bbls. cider, $16, 13 bbls. vinegar, $6, candles, $2,50, 40. cords 
wood, $100 ; whole amount, $1346,00. 

The alms house is well supplied with beds, bedding, clothing, furni- 
ture, tools, &c., of which no invoice has been taken. 


RECEIPTS. 
1852. 
Feb. 17, By cash in treasury, this day, $582 94 
received for outstanding taxes, 1137 76 
Feb. 20, from county 376 96 
June for state literary fund, 84 26 
Dec. 8, for railroad tax, 391 99 
received on tax list for 1852, 3172 63 
hired for use of the town, 1733 54 


outstanding orders, 101 95 


a. 


Sept. cash received from Strafford, 
Brookfield, 
received for old plank, 
1853, 
Jan. steers, 
Feb, oxen, 


support of Sarah Cowdry, 
connty paupers, 
received for Edmund Kimball, 
interest on Literary fund notes, 
D. S. Troy’s note, 


EXPENDITURES. 


For paid for repairs of roads and bridges, 
N. R. tax receipts, 
contingent expenses, 
abatement of taxes, 
grave yard expenses, 
town officers’ services, 
notes, 
interest on notes, 
books and stationery, 
support of schools, 
transient poor, 
county tax, 
state tax, 
outstanding orders, 
support of Sarah Cowdry, 
almshouse expenses, 
teachers’ institute, 
Strafford for J. T. Foss, 
Brookfield, for J. H, Drew, 

06 66 


Salem, for Wm. Rowell, 
paid for breaking roads, 
cash in treasury, 

cash, 


TOWN OF DERRY. 
1853, Dr. 
Feb. 18, To notes payable, 
interest due on notes, 
outstanding orders, 
due Moody Morse, 
cash for literary fund, 


1853, 
Feb. 18, To balance, being amount of town debt, 


24 58 
25 80 
2 00 


55 50 
120 00 
98 84 
210 25 
33 00 
46 60 
17 50 


$8216 10 


$521 01 
100 89 
145 20 

55 00 
42 00 
358 55 

2445 73 

364 47 

12.12 
983 26 
82 41 
777 5ST 
490 00 
153 48 
98 84 
488 27 
25 20 
24 58 
25 80 
9 63 

3. 00 

5 95 
1003 09 
05 


$8216 10 


$4571 49 
511 30 
101 95 

4 00 
400 00 


$5588 74 
$2658 75 
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TOWN OF DERRY. 


1852, Cr. 

By cash for literary fund, $400 00 
1853. 

Feb. By uncollected taxes, 1050 00 
cash due from town of Brookfield, 9 63 
Salem, 3 00 
George Warner, 5 17 
Benjamin Kastman & C»., 459 10 
eash in treasury Feb. 18, 1853, 1003 09 
balance being amount of town debt, 2658 75 
$5588 74 


Derry, Feb. 23, 1853. 
The undersigned, auditors, having examined the foregoing accounts, 


as presented by the selectmen, find them correctly cast, and satisfactory 
vouchers corresponding thereto. 


GEORGE H. TAYLOR, 
ALFRED BOYD, Auditors. 
MOSES WEBSTER, 


In compliance with a vote of the town passed at the last annual meet- 
ing, yourselectmen present the foregoing report of their doings. 

At the commencement of the present financial year the debt against 
the town was $3749 67. It is now $2658 75, makinga reduction of 
$1090 82, during the year. 


All the notes that the town owe are on interest at 5 per cent. 
SAMUEL F. TAYLOR, ese 


GEORGE SHUTE, of 
JAMES C. TAYLOR, Derry. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


The Superintending School Committee of the town of Der: 
ty, for the year ending March ist, 1853, submit the following 
report. 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 


Prudential Committee, Iskazrn Herrick. 


Summer Term. Teacher, Miss R. W. Mason. 

No. of weeks 16. Amount expended $56 32. No. of scholars 
61. Average attendance 31. | 

This school was of a high order. Miss M. possesses a hap- 
Py tact of imparting instruction and winning the affections of 

er pupils. Your Committee regret that unavoidable circum- 
stances prevented a final examination, but from frequent vis- 
its during the term were satisfied that good progress was made. 

Winter Term. Teacher, L. P. Brickett. No. of weeks 
12. Amount expended $102 50. No. scholars. 65. Average at- 
tendance 58. 

The rank which this school has sustained this term, and the 
unmistakable progress which was made, are such as to merit a 
favorable notice. The energy which characterized Mr. Brick- 
et’s instruction infused itself, in a good degree, into the minds 
of his pupils. 

The examination was characterised by promptness. The 
presentation of a beautiful copy of the Scriptures by his schol- 
ars increased the interest of the occasion, and indicated the 
kindly relations subsisting between them. 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 


Prudential Committee, R. W. Txuompson, 


Summer Term. Teacher, Miss Saranannau Cuirrorp. No. 
of weeks 15. Amount expended $55 25. No. of scholars 58. 
Average attendance 40. 

This school was not visited by any of the present members 
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of the committeeat the commencement of the term. The suc- 
cess of the teacher seems to have been generally satisfactory, 
and at the close of the term the school appeared well. 

Winter Term. Teacher, Auexis Proctor. No. of weeks 
13. Amount expended $118 56. No. of scholars 70. Average 
attendance 48. 

This school has been styled our “‘ Model School,” and it more 
than sustains the reputation which it acquired last year; it 
merits higher praise. The most perfect order and cheerful 
obedience to the wishes of the teacher were ever apparent. 
Teacher and pupil labored together with an interest and zeal 
rarely to be found ina district school. Each seemed determin- 
ed to make the school superior in its character and in this they 
did not fail. ‘The examination at the close of the term was un- 
exceptionable.. The neatness and taste with which the house 
was decorated, the earnest attention, the promptness, all indi- 
cated the spirit and purpose of the school. The usual exercis- 
es were enlivened by the reading of several original articles, 
and the high regard entertained for the teacher was indicated 
by the presentation of a valuable gift. Itis to be hoped that 
the citizens of Derry will not allow Mr. Proctor to abandon the 
vocation of a teacher for many years to come. 


DISTRICT NO. 3. bs 


Prudential Committee, THomas BrapForp. 

SumMeErR Term. Teacher, Miss H. M. Tenney. No. of weeks 
10, Amount expended, $33 95, No. of scholars 39. Average 
attendance 32. 

This was Miss Tenney’s first effort. The character of this 
school is such as to require an experienced teacher. The last 
part of this term was more successful, and some progress was 
made. 

Winter Term. Teacher, L. P. Bricxerr; No. of weeks 7. 
mount expended——. No.of scholars 45. Average attendance 
40. 

The general character of this school was greatly improved 
under the management of Mr. Brickett, and the energy and 
devotedness which he manifested at the commencement of 
the term, showed their results in the progress of his pupils at the 
final examination. 

DISTRICT NO. 4. 
Prudential Committee, Samurt WItson. 

Summer Term. Teacher, Miss. L. A. BatcHeLper. No. 
of weeks 11 }4., Amount expended $34 66. No. of scholars 35. 
Average attendance 27. 

In no other part of the town can the general co-operation of 
teacher and parent be more distinctly seen than in this district. 
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With Miss Batchelder’s instructions the committee and friends 
of the school felt a high degree of satisfaction. It was a good 
school, and as a proof ¢ of their confidence in Miss B., the dis- 
trict retained her services during a short private term. 

Winter Term. Teacher, Miss Mary J. Morse. No. of 
weeks 127g. Amount expended $60 95. No. of scholars 39. 
Average attendance 31. 

This school sustained its reputation this term as a “ good 
school.” Miss. Morse labored hard and not in vain. In sev- 
eral particulars the school made marked progress, and its ap- 
pearance at the examination evinced the faithfulness of the 
teacher. 

DISTRICT NO. 3. 


Prudential Committee, Sytvanus Brown, m. D. 

Summer Term. Teacher, Miss. E. E. Cocuran. No. of 
weeks 10.. Amount expended for both terms $55 50. No. of 
scholars 29. Average attendance 21. 

Fatt Term. No. of scholars 22. Average attendance 14. 

Both terms were taught by Miss Cochran. The instruction 
during both terms was thorough. The teacher labored fora 
perfect standard of recitation. ‘he progress was slow but sure. 
Miss Cochran possesses thoroughness of scholarship and en- 
ergy of mind, which admirably fit her forateacher. Your com- 
mittee regret that in all cases she did not receive the full co- 
operation of all the district. 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 
Prudential Committee, Grorce Moor. 


Summer Term. Teacher, Miss. C. E. Wesster. No. of weeks 
6. Amount expended $16 50. No. of scholars 17. Average at- 
tendance 16. 

This term though short, was not an unprofitable one. Miss W. 
governed the school with ease, and succeeded in exciting a 
commendable ambition for study in her pupils. 

Winter Term. Teacher, Miss Betsey A. Morse: No. of 
weeks 9 1-2. Amount expended $35 43. No. of scho lars 20, 
Average attendance 15. 

This term of school was not in every respect successful. No 
teacher can keep a good school without the sympathy and co- 
operation of all the parents. 

DISTRICT NO. 7. 
Prudential Committee, NATHANIEL WaRNER. 

Summer Term. Teacher, Miss. Mary J. Cuoats. No. of 
weeks 10. Amount expended $30. No. of scholars 34. Aver- 
age attendance 28. 

Winter Term. No. of weeks 18. Amount expended $97 66. 
No. of scholars 40. Average attendance 26. 
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Both terms were taught by Miss. Choate, This school ap- 
peared well. Great progress was made by the younger pupils 
and the correct deportment and good order of the older mem- 
bers attracted the attention and praise of the committee. Such 
elements of scholarship deserve a more decent and inviting © 


school house. 
DISTRICT NO. 8. 
Prudential Committee, D. W. Dickey. 


Summer Term. Teacher, Miss 8. E. Mutter. No. of weeks 
14. Amount expended $38 58. No. of scholars 42. Average 
attendance 34. ; 

Good order characterized this school. The teacher com- 
manded the respect and devoted herself to the interests of her 
pupils. It was a pleasant and profitable term both to teacher 
and scholars. 

Winter Term. Teacher, Miss Susan D. Hazettine. No. 
of weeks 13. Amount expended $55 98. No. of scholars 46. 
Average attendance 37. 

Miss Hazeltine is an experienced teacher, and came to this 
school with a flattering reputation. In this district she fully 
sustained herself as a good teacher. The scholars gave satis- 
factory proof of their diligence, and manifested their regard for 
her by the presentation, at the close of the term, of Webster's 
Dictionary Unabridged. Your committee were pleased to no- 
tice the general interest which the district take in the welfare 
of their school and in furnishing the school room with aset of 
outline maps ; they have set an example which we earnestly 
hope other districts may follow. . 

DISTRICT NO. 9. 
Prudential Committee, Ropuert ALEXANDER 


_ Summer Term. Teacher, Miss Susan M. Currier. No, of 
weeks 8. Amount expended——. No. of scholars 32. Average 
attendance 28. 

In this school much attention was paid to the cultivation of 
the memory. In the regular studies some progress was appa- 
rent. 

Your committee think it expedient that, in all cases, the 
regular hours for school should be observed. | 

Winter Term. Teacher, B. E. Buancuarp. No. of weeks 
8. Amount expended $48 00. No. of scholars 35. Average at- 
tendance 31. } | 

Great progress was made this term. Mr. Blanchard spared 
no labor to make the school what it should be. The outline 
maps were used, and with great advantage. The whole school 
became much interested in the study of Geography. Some 
pupils greatly ‘excelled. The final examination was praise- 
worthy both to teacher and scholars. 
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DISTRICT NO. 18, 
Prudential Committee, JonATHAN EMERSON. 


Summer Term. Teacher, Miss Harriet Nevins. No. of 

* weeks 11. Amount expended $13 75. No. of scholars 14. 
This District has no school-house. The success of the teach- 

er was as good as could be expected under the circumstances. 


DISTRICT NO. 11 


Prudential Committee, Joun H. Waterman. 

Summer Term. Teacher, Miss J. A. Picxetr. No. of weeks 
8. Amonnt expended $22 83. No. of scholars 7. Average at- 
tendance 7. 

In sco short a time and with so few pupils no teacher can de- 
velope her ability to instruct. With what material she had 
Miss Pickett did well. 

Winter Term. Teacher, J. H. Paumer. No. of weeks, 5 1-2. 
Amount expended $31 37. No. of scholars 9. Average attend- 
ance 9. 

Mr Palmer’s method of instruction was thorough, clear and 
systematic, and during this short term he proved himself com- 
petent to instruct a larger and more advanced school. 

Your Committee are of the opinion that the money would be 
more profitably expended if a union of this district with 
No. 6, could be amicably adjusted. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 


The general character of the schools, during the past year, 
as far as your committee are able to judge, compares favorably 
with their character in former years. We would even hope 
that there has been some advance. The scholars very gener- 
ally, have commended themselves to the high regard of their 
teachers and of the superintending committee, .The older 
scholars especially, in some of the districts, have manifested 
an interest in their schools quite unusual. They have labored 
with the teachers. They have taken a worthy pride in the 
reputation of their school, and its success in no small degree: 
has been owing to their cheerful obedience and studied deco- 
rum. ‘The teachers also very generally have been laborious, 
and in a good degree successful. Almost without exception, 
they have cheerfully acceded to the wishes of the committee, 
attended meetings of the teachers, and zealously carried out 
the suggestions there received. ° 

There is, however abundant room for progress. Indeed the 
committee are convinced, that in the work of improving our 


common schools, our town is Tah a haste Sl too slowly 
) 
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We live in an age, when to remain stationary, even for a short 
time, is to fall farin the rear. In the improvement of school- 
houses, in the efficiency given to our common school system, 
and in the co-operation of the citizens generally in jthe work of 
perfecting the means and elevating the standard of primary 
education, our town is already immeasurably distanced by all 
the leading and even by many of the common municipalities in 
our state. This is unworthy of our town. It is unworthy of 
its past history and reputation not to secure the very best facil- 
ities for preparing its youth to become virtuous, intelligent, 
liberal-minded, and public spirited citizens. ‘The highest in- 
terests of the inhabitants of this town demand, that every im- 
provement in the means of primary education should be intro- 
duced as promptly here, asin other towns inthe Common- . 
wealth. Ifthis is not done, not only the value of real estate, 
but also the morals and general thrift of the town must inevi- 
tably suffer. The true prosperity of the community is insepar- 
ably linked with the prosperity of our common schools. 

Allow us, therefore, to make briefly two or three sugges- 
tions with reference to the future. 

Let the Citizens of the town sustain and encourage the Superin- 
tending School Committee. Let the inhabitants generally sym- 
pathize with the commitiee in their efforts to elevate the char- 
acter of the schools, co-operate with them in the execution of 
their plans, and encourage them to introduce promptly every 
acknowledged improvement. Much as there is depending up- 
on the committee, it will be impossible for them to make our 
schools what they should be, unless they are susthined and 
encouraged in their efforts, unless their suggestions are heed- 
ed, and their measures carried out by the town. Meet with the 
committee on the day of the public examination of the school ; 
listen to the suggestions which they may have to make, and 
not only hear but do, Itis a serious evil, that the committee 
seldom or never come in contact with the voters’ in the dis- 
tricts. This evil can be remedied by a full attendance of the 
members of the district at the examination of the school. In 
this connection, allow us to say, that every citizen, and espe- 
cially every voter, should read the annual report of the Board 
of Education, a copy of which has been, or will be forwarded, 
for circulation, to each district. The clerk of the district should 
see that this report is widely circulated. The relative charac- . 
ters of our schools will thus be known; and this will, in ne 
small degree, prepare the way for their improvement, 

Again, very much is depending upon the fidelity of the Pri. 
dential Committees, Upon them devolves the duty of selecting 
the teachers, in some respects the most important duty con- 
nected with the management of our schools. The Pruden- 
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* tial Committee himself should be a man who is qualified to 
make this selection. Every man in the district is not qualified 
to act upen this committee. Always secure the very best teach- 
“er possible. Never look for the cheapest teacher. No policy 
can be more shortsighted. Often some conference with the 
*Superintending Committee will be of essential service in the 
selection of a teacher. Some of the Prudential Committees, 
during the past year, allowed their schools to commence before 
the teachers had been examined. This is notonly in violation 
of the law, but in other respects is injurious to the efficiency of 
our school system. Ifthe Superintending Committee appoint 
a day for the examination of teachers, the Prudential Com- 
mittees should see that the teachers whom they have engaged, 
are present. 

‘In some districts,” says the last report of the Board of Ed- 
ucation, ‘‘the office of Prudential Committee is held in rota- 
tion by nearly all the voters—a most absurd practice. Great 
eare should be taken to select men for this office who 
have a real interest in the cause of common schools, are fully 
competent to select teachers, and are willing to devote all the 
time and labor to the interests of the school, necessary for its 
welfare. They should be men who will visit the schools fre- 
quently, look carefully after everything pertaining to them, and 
endeavor to excite and cherish in the district, a spirit for im- 
provement. A Prudential Committee may often be instru- 
mental in erecting a new school house, constructed on an im- 
proved model, to take the place of a miserable den in which the 
children are imprisoned, to the detriment of their health and 
morals, 

‘** Sometimes the Prudential Committees are so ignorant or 
negligent of their duties, that they do not notify Superintend- 
ing School Committees of the commencement of schools; and 
even allow teachers to begin their schools before they have 
been examined. Many teachers are negligent in making their 
report to the Superintending Schoo! Committee as required by 
law. * * * Yet the Prudential Committees, in all cases, 
withhold the teacher’s pay until they are informed by the Super- 
intending School Committee, either orally or by letter, that he 
has carefully kept and correctly filled the School Register in 
all respects.” 

Again aur town is in very great want of good school houses. 
Here, for the present, is the greatest obstacle in the way of 
the improvement of our schools. It is useless to endeavor to 
conceal the fact, or even to apologise for it. Our school houses 
are bad. There is nota model school house in town, and some of 
them are far below the ordinary rate even of poor school houses. 
Many of themiare very undesirably located, and nothing has 
been done to make their peor locations any more: attractive 
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Whera they stand, solitary, dreary, weather-beaten, rickety, with « 


no out:-buildings about tnem—witnout even a blind or a treo to’ 
shield the defenceless inmates from the ‘‘ fervid rays of Sum- 


mer andthe bleak winds of Winter.’ Not éven friéndly na- , 


ture has been calleé upon to lend his aid to beautify.the spot, 


and to cover up the unseemly architecture. There aré, we fhink, “ 


but three school houses in the town with which .are connected 
any out-building. “This appurtenance,” says the lastreport of the 
Boatd of Education, ‘a civilized people should never neglect.” 
Every sentiment of delicacy and true refinement requires that 
the several districts should give immediate attention to this 
surprising deficiency. Internally, many of the school houses 
are, if possible, still worse. The school rooms are very much 
too small, their arrangements are awkward and inconvenient, 
and in some instances, disfigured and uncleanly. It is bad 
that the child’s first idea of science should be associated with 
deformity—its first ideas of learning associated with so much 
that is inelegant. We are not surprised that many of our youth 
estimate so inadequately the worth of a good education. 

For a description of what a school house should be, we beg 
leave to refer to the last report of the Board of Education, and 
also to. an excellent work by the Hon. Henry Barnard, a copy 
of which has been forwarded, by an act of the Legislature, to 
the clerk of every town in the State. Building committees 
especially should consult this work, 

But with reference to such an improvement of our school 
houses and schools as we have ventured to propose, it will be 
asked, what will it be worth tous? Fellow Citizens, make our 
public schools better, and we shall make our town worth more. 
Tt will raise the value of real estate, it will make our farms bet- 
ter, our houses better, our society better, our churches better ; 
it will help secure’ to us every thing which we value most; it 
will give us a better reputation abroad,-and multiply indefinite- 
iy the true sources of prosperity and happiness at home. Your 
Committee propose no hazardous experiments. It is too late for 
us to take the lead, and to venture, without knowing the con- 
sequences upon this work ofimproving Common Schools. The 
path is already well beaten before us, and the only question 
with us now is—How far shall we be behind the leading towns 
in the State, in the character of the facilities which we furnish 
for a primary education? We cannot but indulge the hope, that 
our fellow citizens will immediately and with hearty good-will, 
commence the work of improving our schools, by erecting 
throughout the town, model school houses. 

J. W. WELLMAN, ) Superintending 
~ E. L. GRIFFIN, ~ > Sehool Commit- 
E. G. PARSONS, tee of Derry. 


Derry, February 22, 1853. 
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